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Statement from Save Prentice Coalition Regarding the 
Commission on Chicago Landmarks’ Feb. 7 Agenda 

 
Chicago – January 27, 2013 – The Save Prentice Coalition issued the following statement 
today in response to the Commission on Chicago Landmarks’ agenda for their February 7, 
2013 meeting: 
 

The City has acknowledged that the November 1, 2012 meeting of the Commission 
on Chicago Landmarks was deficient. Indeed, the presiding judge found that the 
amount of time and notice given for the Nov. 1 meeting was “arbitrary and not 
transparent.” 
 
The Save Prentice Coalition has presented four detailed reuse plans that meet 
the research needs of Northwestern, create 1,560 more jobs than 
Northwestern's plan, and preserve a vital piece of our city's architectural 
heritage – Bertrand Goldberg’s Prentice. Regrettably, the University has 
refused even to discuss these options. Instead, the institution that owns 44% of 
Streeterville claims that options do not exist. 
 
Meanwhile, the City’s revised DHED report, released Friday, merely rejects the 
Coalition’s economic projections with one paragraph, while parroting 
Northwestern University’s unsubstantiated assertions throughout the entire five-
page document. 

 
Currently, the meeting and proposed rejection of a preliminary landmark 
recommendation for Prentice violate the Landmarks Ordinance. The Landmarks 
Commissioners must hold a full hearing on Prentice, allow the Coalition to present 
evidence regarding the architectural value and integrity of this unique architectural 
milestone, and base their decision on the criteria set forth in the Ordinance. The 
Coalition encourages the Commission to keep this process transparent and non-
preordained, to base its decision on the proper considerations, and to follow the 
letter and spirit of the Landmark Ordinance with respect to this important and 
historic building.  
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About the Save Prentice Coalition 
Save Prentice is a coalition of organizations that includes AIA Chicago, DoCoMoMo, Landmarks 
Illinois, The National Trust for Historic Preservation, and Preservation Chicago. Our mission is the 
preservation and reuse of the iconic – and now threatened – Prentice Women’s Hospital designed 
by noted Chicago architect Bertrand Goldberg in the early 1970s. 
 


